
City of Creve Coeur
Building Division

Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm Requirements for Existing 
Homes, effective May 1, 2020.

Effective May 1, 2020, the Building Division began enforcing the 2015 edition of the 
International Residential Code for One and Two-Family Dwellings as the city



2

INTERCONNECTION �± The smoke alarms are required to be physically or wirelessly 
interconnected so that when one smoke alarm sounds all smoke alarms will sound 
simultaneously.

EXCEPTION �± Where the inspector agrees it is impractical to hard-wire a smoke alarm, 
a battery-only, wirelessly-interconnected smoke alarm (that is compatible with the other 
smoke alarms) may be authorized. 
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3. On each additional story of the dwelling, including basements but not including 
crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwellings or dwelling units with split 
levels and without an intervening door between the adjacent levels, a smoke 
alarm installed on the upper level shall suffice for the adjacent lower level 
provided that the lower level is less than one full story below the upper level.

R314.2.2 Alterations, repairs and additions. When interior alterations, repairs or 
additions requiring a permit occur, or when one or more sleeping rooms are added or 
created in existing dwellings, the individual dwelling unit shall be provided with smoke 
alarms located as required for new dwellings.

R314.6 Power source. The required smoke alarms shall receive their primary power 
from the building wiring, and when primary power is interrupted, shall receive their 
power from a battery. Wiring shall be permanent and without a disconnecting switch 
other than those required for over-current protection.

        Exception: Please see explanation of the EXCEPTION noted on Page 2.

R314.4 Interconnection. Where more than one smoke alarm is required within an 
individual dwelling unit in accordance with Section R314.3, the alarm devices shall be 
interconnected in such a manner that the actuation of one alarm will activate all of the 
alarms in the individual unit. Physical interconnection of smoke alarms shall not be 
required where listed wireless alarms are installed and all alarms sound upon activation 
of one alarm.

       Exception: Please see explanation of the EXCEPTION noted on Page 2.

Please note: If the smoke detectors are not provided with a test button, the general 
contractor or his representative shall be on site at the time of the final inspection to test 
the smoke detectors with canned smoke or other method approved by the 
manufacturer.     

R314.5 Combination Alarms. Combination smoke and carbon monoxide alarms shall 
be permitted to be used in lieu of smoke alarms. Combination smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms shall be listed in accordance with UL 217 and UL 2034.

C a r b o n   M o n o x i d e   A l a r m   U p g r a d e   R e q u i r e m e n t s 

S e c t i o n   R 3 1 5 . 2 . 2   o f   t h i s   b u i l d i n g   c o d e   r e q u i r e s   a   h o m e o w n e r   t o   p r o v i d e   a   
c a r b o n   m o n o x i d e   a l a r m ( s )   a s   r e q u i r e d   b e l o w   w h e n e v e r   i n t e r i o r   a l t e r a t i o n s   
o r   a d d i t i o n s   r e q u i r i n g   a   b u i l d i n g   p e r m i t   o c c u r s .   E x t e r i o r   i m p r o v e m e n t s   
( d e c k s ,   s w i m m i n g   p o o l s ,   h o t   t u b s ,   u t i l i t y   s h e d s ,   r e t a i n i n g   w a l l s ,   
e m e r g e n c y   g e n e r a t o r s ,   w i n d o w   a n d   e x t e r i o r   d o o r   r e p l a c e m e n t ,   e t c . )   t h a t   
r e q u i r e   t h e   i s s u a n c e   o f   a   b u i l d i n g   p e r m i t   a r e   e x e m p t   f r o m   t h e   
r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f   t h i s   s e c t i o n . 
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